e r a l， ， ，b u t I am inclined to think it has particular reference to indigenous or traditional， established religion. In a community permeated with religion of this kind, it is extremely difficult for genuinely new religions to gain access. Consequently, the diffusion of new religions requires to some extent a course of development from community to society, a certain degree of societalization. In Japan since the first half of the nineteenth century, there have arisen a number of new mass religions such as Kurozumikyo3 Tenrikyo, and Konkokyo3 religions that have transcended their place of origin and achieved widespread growth. This suggests the decline of community in Japan and, thus, the period in which societalization began at the local level.
In the secular society that emerges as a result of societaliza tion, the influence of traditional religions on the masses decreases, and there is to some extent a subsequent dissemination of new religions. As Wilson points out, however, religion as a whole tends to become relatively weak and marginal. According to surveys on "The national characteristics of the Japanese people， ， conducted by the Ministry of Education Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Japanese people who profess some form of reli gious faith amounted to 35% in 1958，31 % in 1963， 30% in 1968， and 25% in 1973 -a steady decline. These data support Wilson's inference.
2. In "society," characterized as it is by such features as rational planning, technological development, and segmented social relationships among role performers, there is a decrease of agents that satisfy individual needs for affective expression. In present-day Japan，which is definitely a secular society, the fact that much debate has arisen over the family-centered life style symbolized by the slogan "private home-ism" implies that the Japanese family has become one of the more powerful among several agents for the fulfilment of affective needs. But among persons who cannot find this fulfilment in the family^ persons who seek satisfaction in collectivities of non-relatives greater than the family, one tendency is to satisfy this function through
